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'Trees	are	poems	that	the	earth	writes	upon	the	sky.'	-	Kahlil	Gibran	(1883-1931)	
	
Amongst	the	many	documents	given	to	the	museum	a	while	ago	was	an	envelope	
containing	some	very	well-written	poems	written	by	children,	celebrating	the	planting	
of	trees	in	the	churchyard	of	St.	John’s	Church	on	15th	January	1855,	170	years	ago	
today.	Further	investigation	links	the	letters	to	this	newspaper	article	from	the	
Sherborne	Mercury,	23rd	January	1855.	Sir	William	Coles	Medlycott	had	given	a	piece	of	
land	for	the	enlargement	of	the	churchyard	and	paid	for	a	row	of	new	trees,	which	were	
planted	by	boys	from	the	British	School	(Chapel	Lane)	and	the	Church	School	
(Crackmore).	This	is	also	when	the	trees	that	surround	the	Medlycott	vault	to	the	east	of	
the	churchyard	that	we	can	still	see	today.	
	
The	poems	are	a	charming	record	of	the	experiences	of	Frederick	Ansty,	Thomas	
Luffman,	John	Mintern	and	Philip	Shephard	on	that	day.	
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