'Trees are poems that the earth writes upon the sKky." - kahiil Gibran (1883-1931)

Amongst the many documents given to the museum a while ago was an envelope
containing some very well-written poems written by children, celebrating the planting
of trees in the churchyard of St. John’s Church on 15th January 1855, 170 years ago
today. Further investigation links the letters to this newspaper article from the
Sherborne Mercury, 23rd January 1855. Sir William Coles Medlycott had given a piece of
land for the enlargement of the churchyard and paid for a row of new trees, which were
planted by boys from the British School (Chapel Lane) and the Church School
(Crackmore). This is also when the trees that surround the Medlycott vault to the east of
the churchyard that we can still see today.

The poems are a charming record of the experiences of Frederick Ansty, Thomas
Luffman, John Mintern and Philip Shephard on that day.

FPord —An interesting ceremony took
place on Monduy, last week, in this usually quie
town, Sir W, C. Medlycott having lately given a larg
piece of land from an adjoining orchard to enlarg
and improve the churchiyard, he, in his usual goo
tasto,.msbed to plant a row of trees to beautify th
addition, For this purpose there was selected fro
the British aud National Schools fifteen boys fro
each, all of whom performed their part in a master!
manner, 8nd as a reward for their attendance th
childien of the schools were presented each with
new loaf of bread. After this part had been per
formed, Sir William, Lady Medlycott, and faniily
each planted a tree round the new vault, which he ha
had made for their future resting-place, and many
heart expressed a silent wish that it may be man
years beforeany of the interesting family then presen
shall be called to occupy a place init. The attend
ance of a great number of the inbabitants of the town
showed the deep interest they felt in the proceedings
several of them lent a helping hand to plant othe
| trees in different parts of the new ground.
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